Prevention of perinatal hepatitis B transmission in a health authority area: an audit.
The aim of this audit was to provide baseline measurement of antenatal hepatitis B virus (HBV) screening uptake, coverage of HBV vaccination in infants born to high- and low-risk HBsAg carrier mothers, completion of post-vaccination serological testing, outcome for vaccinated infants, and an assessment of the factors that influenced the effectiveness of the whole programme. Methods included identifying HBV positive pregnancies by laboratory results, and follow up of at-risk infants by a GP survey. Uptake of antenatal HBV screening was 99.9%. Thirty-one HBV positive pregnancies were identified, and twenty-nine infants were followed up. The overall HBV vaccination completion rate was 93%. Fifty per cent of eligible infants were tested for hepatitis carriage, the majority of whom were high-risk infants. None had acquired HBV infection and all had gained adequate immunity. We conclude that, although the local screening programme has been implemented effectively, there is inconsistency in the follow up of infants at high and low risk of acquiring HBV.